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Where: the school 

!! Technical Economical Institute “R. de 
Sterlich” – Chieti Scalo (Italy)
www.desterlich.ch.it 

!! It’s an high school of  500 students with 
hi-tech resources 

!! It has a group of  specialized teachers (H-
Group) who aid and follow students with 
various learning difficulties (almost 1 
tutor per each student) 
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Who: the target 

!!Group A: 11 learners with various 
learning difficulties 

!!Group B: 13 learners with unknown 
learning difficulties 

!! All learners post-16 

!! Tutors: 10 H-Group teachers 

Tutors who support students with severe 
disabilities did not partecipate to the pilot 
study. 
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When: the period 

!! Pilot study started on Nov 2010 

!! The teachers involved were informed 
about the DESSDYS project 

!! Pilot study ended on Feb 2011, 14th 

Fondazione Padre Alberto Mileno Onlus 



How: the method 

!!We gave all DESSDYS material to 
teachers and students involved in the 
pilot study on paper: 

!! Tutors guide (Joe Higgins) 

!! Learning skills (Ian Smythe) 

!! Templates (Daniela Boneva) 

!! Furthermore we showed the DESSDYS 
site www.dessdyes.eu and the e-book 
versions of  the material (available in 
italian) 
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How: the tools 

!! At the end of  the period we submitted 
two checklist: 
!! One for tutors 
!! One for learners 

!! Each checklist is composed by 20 
questions 

!! Each question has 5 answers: 
!! 0: Never 
!! 1: Seldom 
!! 2: Sometimes 
!! 3: Often 
!! 4: Always 
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How: the questions 

!! The set is composed by two groups of  
questions: 

!!Group S: 8 questions about software 
tools and assistive technology suggested 

!!Group H: 12 questions about hints for 
better study and increase learning 
abilities 
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Data analysis 

From the comparison between the two 
groups of  students we can observe that: 

!! Students with learning difficulties slightly 
prefer software tool suggestions 

!! Students without learning difficulties 
slightly prefer conceptual hints 
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Data analysis 

From the comparison between the two 
groups of  questions (considering the whole 
set of  students) we can observe that: 

!! Students slightly prefer conceptual hints 

!! Tutors gave almost the same valutation 
both for the software tools and for the 
conceptual hints (with a very slight 
preference for sw tools) 
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Global evaluation 

!! Average score for the whole set of  
learners: 2.13 

!! Average score for the tutors: 2.11 

We can consider an average global score of 
more than 2.00 points that is equivalent to 
a complessive target opinion of 
usefulness: “more than sometimes”. 
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